BLURRED LINES

Inheriting an angular layout full of quirky touches from the previous
owners, garden designer Graham Lloyd-Brunt set about softening
the structure of his Kent garden and giving it a more intimate feel
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The topiary that looks like four chess
pieces on the edge of the middie
terrace was planted in the Fifties by
the previous Dutch owners. Graham
has also kept the terraced lawns,
which were laid in the Twenties

by the De Laune family

JUSEANDGARDEN.CO.UK




JIH!

b il

|J||ir|r"
7

:11 ||nf£’*.n -

|-

e

-
e

ser-lramed farmhouse
with ochre and white s 1as been an eye-
calcher in the village of Newnham, Kent, for more than
300 years. In itz early da e only garden was 4
small, low-walled patch to the side of the i.«ll[ in
the Twenties the grounds were developed by the De Laune
nearly Sharsted Court, who bought Calico for a son returning from
war. The De Launes laid the sloping land o three extensive
terraces, around which they planted a framework of now toweri
vew hedges lll|l|1=-' with L-H||H1|- il of Iup' i
the Fifl
hala nn."m

Brunt inherie
Crraham ke

acres north and wi more ntimate,

the garden and out to the surrounding valley. His first acoon w

upa plan, ‘1 s, keeping the terracec :

and vew hedees, because it uld have bee ol oy, but other

" blank canvas.” Two lines of mature Lawson’s cy

runni wards the house and along a boundary were taken out, i

up space for @ couple of contained pebbled walkways. One, framed by

hornbeam hedging, leads through simple planting of vew cones in
cadow g tudded with narcissi in spring, (o an elegant timber green-
||-'I|:'-':' at the wp of the garden. The other runs up from the wen door,
surples and pinks in the

va fountain imset ina laorel hed

rectilinear framework of the boundary hed;
beeches with a box-edeed border filled wathic
mnterest, and hollyhocks and foxtail lilies for summer acoents.

Four large flower beds dominated the middle terrace, enclosed Iy
a topiarsed yew hedge. To make this a place to linger, Graham recon-
figured the space, reducing the planted area to one lat-topped V-shape,
with seating areas at each end. In summer, the area is a medley of
rich colours and vertical drama from shrubs and perennials such as

buecis Higre, : otinus, lupins and fennel. Graham explains

s use of the unusual V-shape: * o walk mnto the ¢
planting, be surrounded and lo .

The lawned upper terrace, formerly a tennis court with a swimmi
pool, can be glimpsed from the middle terrace th wanically ;|!1;1|'H--:L
portholes in the hedge, and ac I 1 archway, This leads
tor a sandstone-paved allée puncius y
stone obelisk, and edged on the lawn side by stilted hornbeams, w
ereate a peaceful cloister around the open green space. Beyond the
lawn, at the top end of the garden, oak and silver birch create a bricdge
berween the formality of the framed lawn and the woodland beyond.

The journey round the garden continues from the greenhouse o
a fruit cage and stock beds, past a renovated dairy on the drive and back
tex the house. A low gate opens onto the original garden, now a circular

len with an outer border of cottage plants. The front of the

5 spilling on o the pavement fAlled with
tulips, dahhas and grasses, Its this interweaving of solier, more intimate
elements that makes the garden ar CGalico House, with its siriking

topiary; such a comfortable place to be in

OPPOSITE ANTICLOCKWISE FROM
TOP RIGHT Grassed steps between
the terraces. Yew cones planted in
meadow grass line a pebbled path
leading from the back of the house.
Another path from the kitchen door
cuts through the pinks and blues of
peonies, lupins and irises, THIS PAGE
FROM TOP A view Into the middie
terrace from the lower terrace,
where Graham has planted colourful
lupins, cotinus and Angelica gigas in
a V-shape border (also centre).

A sandstone-tile allée into the upper
terrace is edged by hornbeams
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