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CLOCKWISE FROM
LEFT On one of the
terraces, the dining
area has a concrete
table and Ron Arad
chairs. Outside the
sitting room there
is a sunken terrace.
Assorted stone

pots make a

pleasing display.
Wall buttresses lend
height to potted
agaves. Neisha at
work in front of a wall
tited with her designs

pattern
DEVELOPMENT

For Neisha Crosland, part of the appeal of a derelict
London property was the outside space, but it’s taken 20
years for it to evolve into her elegantly zoned garden
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Textile designer Newsha Crosland has alwa
breen mspired By natre. Many of her bes
known patterns are based on plants, albeit in
stylised form. When she began looking for a

house, the garden was important, which mean

bus
actually a hous kle colle

derelict she wost-war offi wd a

COHTIANE, &
a garden of 4
‘I had in mind Tuscan terraces, courtvards
in Paris and the Peto Garden at Hord Mano

in Wilishire," says Neisha, What she has ereated

i5 smitained world that does indeed carm

anecho ol all these places, imerpreted for their

san environment by her frend, the talented

plantsman and designer Sean Walter,

The development of both house and garden
stretched over several phases dictated by Neis

eer and the needs of her young

a long time, the whole garden was in

; nel 1 used w pull them

i.‘li11L‘L| conerete was [fted and rc*i_:l;u'm{ wath
arectanele of vwnowhere balls could be ki

puncruated by six ropiarised holm oaks, &=
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s tlex. The cobbled terrace, now filled an oli 3 At Rk ‘ﬂi =

with & grid of nine galvanised herb plante
on of the mismatched stone setis
on which Neisha once parked her car ansy’ underplanted with deep-purple iris
All the elements of the garden were here ‘Bable’. In the adjoining bed is a swaying
from the outset,” Sean. ‘Ttwasjustaques-  haze of bronze [ennel, ornamental g
tion of getting the right plants o the rght plac
To maximise the sense of space in this small Tu couldn'y all e can, | am a
s loosehy ¢ o o zon achwith plantsman at heart. ; s working out THIS PAGE,
own character. Chtside the sittiing room is a what woutld g shah s CLOCKWISE FROM
sunken terrace from which broad stone sweps ; 3 TOPLEFT Pots filled
[he dining area is focused Tra : NG lerite el s with domes of box
an impressive concrete table and Ron Arad e Lo decorate the dining
chairs, lanked by pots filled with domes of box ; [ rciena fills area. Water spouts
A volumn of bay Lawrus nobilis forms a livi gaps between the | L opped with into a shallow bowl

alchemilla and zingy orange geums.

wall partiioning off' a tiny courtyvard. There, two agaves in pots, which prop up one garden wall. from a rectangle
vast pots of rosemary and a swathe of agapan- One of the firse things Sean and Neisha of evergreen

thus form a stylish sct picee below an ove planted was a vine that now cov he house, muehlenbeckia.
wror fashioned from an old factory window: The main stems are wonderfully thick and The lockers hiding
t to this, a small pag actually part of gnary - | anks f i C Meisha's gas meters
cment ventilation s 1 provides building - covered in an undulating mass of have been turmed
decorative focal po Wall panels leaves that colour magnificently in the auvtumn. into a charming plant
e of Neisha's own designs lank With the rusted-iron lamp b cts, herb theatre. Swaying
arcctangle of evergreen muehlenbeckia, from filled planters and green-framed doors ornamental grasses
which water 5 into a shallow bowl. windows, this really is a garden that could create movement
Even the outdoor lockers that were built 1o almost anywhe 7 . perhaps, a busy among box topliary
hide gas meters and other unsightly essentials  street in south-west London O balls. RIGHT Neisha's
are pressed into servi 1 prlant theatre, on —_—— . = tranquil garden feels
which Neisha's growing collection of pots is s theplantspecialist.co.uk aworld away fromits
constantly tweaked and adjusted lor maximum ; ! eishacrosland.com urban surroundings
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