TOWN GARDEN

Herbal
REMEDY

Rescued from its former state as a muddy building site, this verdant city
plot now has all the charm of a traditional culinary knot garden
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The central e partien
comprises five mterinked
box-edged ovals planbed
with by Tosemary and
lavender,and punctuated
with annuad pink gosmas
for summercalair.
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lants and builders make poor partners; but,
sometimes, there is no getting round it. You
plan a small project and the workers arrive,
bringing with them not on
materials but, inevitably, foul w

As they proce
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ned up gquagmire that your garden has
become is meat and drink to them. a blank as for their
hemes. Which s fc or kKathenne Winter,
hose north London garden was in dire need of rescue
g cavated. She
had L uty, but was
left instead with something rese i ump.
Besponding to her distress eall, award-winning garden
designer Bunny Guinness stepped in to transform the
beautiful spa o1 by green with
{ lights. Her cle cight-of-hand ineluded
blurring the boundaries b garden’s periphery
and the land: hevond, making the
e look con v larger than its v 65 feet,
, I ask my clients to think about what
they would | ir outdoor space to b s Bunny.
hering can academie, took th iously and
did extensive re ch. She wanted an Englis irden,
underpinned by order and pattern, a place in which to
Erow My husband says that I'm happiest
when I'm outside picking thing | uple also wanted
EACE t more rural than
urban, in which to n
dav, the focus of the design is a box-edged herb
garden of five interloc & — @ guineun planted
with r Hly) 't This feature
can be seen from the house and, withi ETEET It
s pattern in all seasons, It is bordered by a e
imework topped by cedar coping, which douh
t, an ideal spot from which to brush one'’s fingers
ugh aromatic herbs,
d something to cook with,” sav:
Katheri : le the formal herb garden are mint,
parsley, oregano, tarragon and thyme planted in gravel or
growing in p Herhs can be fickle in English gardens,
always wanting better drainage and more sun than our
climate can p i
is obvious, “I'm from
of this for grantes
Katherine wanted fruit trees too, so Bunny bought
1e handsome multi-stemmed medlars, a relative of
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. planting of perennia

‘herbs complermanted by

disguesing the basemeni's
#ie conditioning. blends
beatifully into the
Toardensdesign

Whilte highlighls, including
tLall spires of Lysimaghia
ephémer and go
mopheads of hiede

fi'iw the oype tothe

5 of soft-biued
agapanthus add
and interest set along
the top of the low brick
wall beside the rill,




the quinee, for their seasonal display of blossom, golden
autumn foliage and spicy smelling fruit; they have been
given prominence in painted Versailles planters. Over
the cedar pergola, Bunny has trained Rosa "New Dawn'
and espaliered apple trees, which will eventually form
an archway linking one area of the garden to another.
The supple bark of voung apple trees is perfeet for this
living seulpture; in winter, the textured bare branches
are revealed, followed by spring blossom which attracts
pollinating insects.

The view from the house has not been forgotten either,
From the kitchen's French windows, a simple rectangular
rill, which is flanked by terracotta pots filled with agaves,
directs the eve to the lushness of the garden.

What was once a pit of mud is now a space where
the couple loves to sit and wateh visiting birds and insects,
and the fallow deer that roam beyond the garden at
twilight. Flants have healed this place. O
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