HazG DESIGN DREAM GARDEN

THINK BIG

Giant pavers and colourful borders have
transformed this small town garden froma
muddy, unusable space into a leafy oasis

DESIGNER PROFILE Having gained a degres in
phatography, Adam Shepherd worked as a freelance
magazine designer before turning to gardens, He set
up his own landscape design business in 2006, and is
known for contemporary gardens that blend modern
materials with bold planting schemas.

CAN YOU DESCRIBE THE SPACE AND YOUR BRIEFT The garden
shong and narrow. Vs attached toatown house, with the lving
e an the first fioor leading out on to araised terrace, and an

o, My clientsare 2 young

extanded Kitohen on the ground fioor b
1 They wanted easy access tothe garage at the
site without having to walk through mud when it rains

Iso asked for a garden that their dog wouldn't destroy, and

They
whichthe farmily could enjoy vear round

HOW DID YOU APPROACH THE DESIGNT When | first visited tha

nad

chents. the garden wasa muddy mess.and

mrade it almost unusable, My solution was t
and touse paving to keep the space clean. Instead of trying o

Jisgubse the plob s awkward shape. | decided to embrace its length

torthe first-Hoor te hing statement. Despite

throwimg oot the ru asmall garden, Sor 1ehcw

It really works and the clients love it

WHAT WERE YOUR INSPIRATIONS? | like {0
as stage sels, and this one is like a catwalk, with the drainage channels
ir either side of the path resembling the edge of arunway, The
pranting scheme was iInspired by Lhe way nursenes set out their
plants in rows, with the shorter ones at the front and taliest &t tha

hack, which Lalways think looks fantastic

ribink of my gardens

HOW HAVE YOU MADE THIS GARDEN FEEL PRIVATE? | always
pefieveit's best not to get too hung up about privacy ina town garden
and toaccept that you'll beoveriooked alittie bit. Here, ['ve mace

the garden (el sechsded by cocooning it with a number of trees
ali cherry at the centre. a Himalayan birch in one ot the

 palmatum (Japanese maples) at the end

create a light, lealy canop miasks the garden

without plunging it mto darkness

CAN YOU SHARE THE TRICKS YOU USE TO MAKE A COMPACT SPACE
SEEM LARGERT When designing a smiall garden, think big: it may
seem counter-intuitive. but it works. Here, | ve used huge siabs ol

slate, whicn make the garden feel spacious and expansive. The

s are 250 hig and bold, and populated with iarge plants,
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WHAT DICTATED YOUR CHOICE OF PLANTST Again, the size of Lhe

space was adeciding factor; Ina smallarea. vo

need o have a group

of plants that will look good all vear raund as they are alwayvs on display

rrbned
s and deciduous plants that peak in differs Fsons—bulbs

s in spring. flowers insummer, and plants to provioe iate
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I think of my gardens as
stage sels, and this one
is like a catwalk, with
the drainage channels
resembling the edge
of a runway”

WHERE TO BUY
Paramount Plants and
Gardens {1 i ]

HARDLANDSCAPING
MATERIALS
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