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Stands of specimen trees draw the eye through this striking
contemporary garden, featuring reflective water., flowing grasses
and flaming sedums, to the wooded South Downs beyond
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Belinda Wilk
builders to deseribe the & .|] of her new garden,
which had not only been churned up by the
pre ; owners horses, but also by 18 months of building
work on its derelict 17th-century farmhouse, Yet Belinda
eould see past the flinty, chalky debris and knew that the
densely wooded South Downs that form the backdrop to her
garden would be its starting point.
Cinee Belinda, her hushand, David, and v ung sons, George
and Joshua, moved into the farmhouse in 2005 - taking on two
abandoned cottages, a 16th-century threshing barn and a cart

barn in the process - she began designing the area around

; uld, Ideas came from various sou
For instance, Belinda decided to replicate the massed plantings
of lavender she saw while on haliday in the south of 1
Specialist lave ml: r supplier Do nm‘lden'\ MNursery, in Kent,

every vear after flowering, {hl!.-m_ll_ the old cart [mrn, now a
music studio, Belinda put in box and Himalavan birch, and
mming pool Hydrangea arborescens ‘Annabelle]
h keeps its striking Norvets long afler the colour has faded.
valso commissioned a recta lar reflecting pool, edged
one and clipped box, “We had it er‘d with dark

s tiles which mirror the Sussex

the house. She wanted to draw in the landscape and to-m
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who also gardens recommended that &

design company, Acres Wild, formed by Tan Smith and De
Robeerts, whe have a knack for seleeting plants that nm[ﬂih the
lands i vis :

lhl anea |r:11uu] Ihr |ml s¢ T HU'I'I]LTJ'I'II:‘.IL, more flowi
rmil plantings of gras uch as Codamagrostis x acutiflora
1! erster, and perer with sculptural seedheads, such
i d Phiomis ri
also sugpEested a cirenlar lawn, connecting it with the rest of the
garden via curved gr t s well as billowing mounds of
cloud-pruned box to echo the r

with specimen trees s

which has copper-coloured ornamental bark, and the erims
crab apple Mafus ‘Everestel. Dense plantings of Sedwum
‘Herbstfrende’ flame when in flower in September, then gently

Spire’ complements the autumn tints, As the trees shed their
leaves, their subdued eo e matched by the antique brovwn
secdheads of phlomis, echinacea and grasses.

As for the clunch, it did not entirely disappear from
Belinda’s life. She rediscovered it by accident when browsing
through a paint catalogue where it described as a soft
chalky grev. “T decided to p
says, “to remind me of those early days”
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