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This stylish space is sheltered by a fringe of

Mediterranean plants designed to enhance
dramatic views of the London skyline

DESIGNER PROFILE Landscape designer, photographer
and writer Amir Schlezinger was born in [srael, In 1993,
he moved from Mew York to London, where he gained

a degree in landscape design and set up his design
studio, MyLandscapes, in 2002 Amir specialises in
contemporary urban gardens and roof terraces.

CAN YOU DESCRIBE THE BRIEF? The clients are a young couple
whiwanted their drab root terrace transfarmed into 8 contemporary
outdoor reom forentertaining and relaxing. Itis along, thin space

an the fourth floor of anold bulding in Covent Gargen, whichis
exposed to wind and strong sunlight all year round and hasa thriling
360-degrae view of the city

HOW DID YOU APPROACH THE DESIGNT | carved upthe space into
three distinct areas: a tiled breakfast patio (shown here) close o
the apartment's entrance; a deck with a fully equipped autdoor
kitchen; and aliving space next td anartificial grass sun lounge
areaat the back, The terrace is edged with raised planters filled with
Mediterranean plants, and the design gives the clients the luxuaricus
yet prachical outdoor rooms they were looking for

WHAT PROBLEMS DID YOU HAVE TO OVERCOMET The logstics

wiere complex and reguired months of planming. Although the

terraca and its reinforced floors already exvsted. we had to construct
scaffglding arpund the building to repair the watarproofing, The
building alse has very limited access, a factor that can Increase the
tirme and cost of a project. We had to rernove the old decking and
rubile, and bring in al the new materials and equipment viaa furniture
It thiat was avanlable ondy Between 8 and 11am, We also had Lo pay fees
to Westminster Council to suspend the parking bays surrounding the
bukding so that we could store the building materials. Through all this,
the clents wara very enthusiastic and supportive, and played a major
partinensuring the praject ran smocthly,

WHAT DICTATED YOUR CHOICE OF PLANTST | decided to use

many of the Mediterransan plants Love, such as olive trees, lavender,
cordylines, Arbutus, eughorbia and Phlomis, all of which cope

well with sun and wind and enjoy the milder winter temperatures
here in the city. | also mixed tall plants that otfer shietter with low
planting that allows clear wiews ol the London landmarks that
surroLind the terrace, including MNelscn's Column, the Lendon Eve
and the Roval Opera House.

D ROOF TERRACES REQUIRE MUCH MAINTENANCE? | always
recommend installing an automatic irrgation systemn becauseall
plants in containers need regular watering, particularly in summer,
even if they are drought tolerant like the anes used here, Also,you
need o make sure that viour planters have good drainage o stop
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them becoming waterlogged. which could nsk flooding the terrace
Some of the plants require a little pruning once or twice a year, but |

chosa species that are generally low mantenance for my busy clients,
whatravel frequently and hawve little time to spare. The clients emiploy
agardener twice a year to ldy up

WHAT FACTDRS AFFECT YOUR CHOICE OF FLOORING? The most
important thing to corisider with aroof gardens weight All paving materials
miust be assessed to ansure they meat the load-bearing regulations of
the buidhing: and | often wse a combimation of decking and tiles. rater
than paving stones; The tiles here are porcelain and in the sun loenge
area| laid artificial grass. which prosndes a beautitul soft. green fol for the
furniture and planters, and injects colourand texture into the design. O
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I mixed Lall plants
that offer shelter
with low planting
that allows clear
views of the London
landmarks.”

KEYPLANTS

15 Ll sha angusifoiia
Munsiagd

2 Cordiine australs

o Pesligopmnae “Firpalvin
4 | Bergerys cilats Peanbo
B Pillyrans angusiriolla

‘@ | Bhiaenin biungsal

thegadenpentramium oLy

Paramount Plants.

(engInTasuG
e ok

potenluin tl‘du il tanli=t
with badau hardwood. Thie

bmpohe steel planters wan

o HHEI_“_F Arrme The takle i
i and the

Vagmman chairs e | o

WHERE TO BUY
'Mln:lulrl 'Bt

A good chaice: u'l‘ porcalan
e b o adoa) ot
Timber
BLF7 B9GRES
souttEat et nRerCo ik
Speeiyles 5 harsiwogd

o eotfremperry mnd

Ty el e i fot vl BUng:
Thea

Q203545 CROO0
fRes.onmgn:

CONTACT DETAILS

Amir
BN B S A1,
Flnsi s ek,

QCTOBER 2014 | Hefi: | 151



