The spreading boughs ot a
o SWEEt chestiut shade two
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one of the wild flower meadows
=="Slrrounding the garden.
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Boundaries blur in this Buckinghamshire garden where formality gives way to rolling landscape
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What looks like @ water feature
in the middle of the parterre
I . 1 garden isactually a pool
‘o Jeghefe Alessandra’s two young
‘__dai.lghl‘ers likie to swim,

ST 2005 | e ke

s
o Ty




gzandra and James Mark moved from

ighamshire. Since then, they have

transformed an unpromising garden, with flat lawns and
: ivee with butterflies,

ed valley u'l.-i.l'i;u'-!uu" l||r Chilterns and surrounded by parkland
including a tow reet chestnut and beech with which

\ vou can do up a house.”
nedra describes the 1920s thatched house as "an oddit” as it
n'-x'-;'nﬂ:l.'l.n e to a South in ranch but with Arts and Crafts

The Marks” previous home had been i
i es. “1 did the ga

far too fhlnpllt‘ltﬂl for me. 1 nee L[f"j lrl.l' ig
deal with the various levels”
ndra turned to

-‘l‘l_;qsera:sed ﬂutswcu:h
| stonebeds, which oontaﬁm" u

* A cantiat Comnds Kousa .
7 and four red-tnafed Cercls -
=75 canadens(s Forest F‘Emsf‘__-—

were designed for year- %
round colowr,
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“The gravelgardan{alse

and statiissqie cirdosns
fend colour ard {exture.

ke

they had decided on the basic structure, they worked through the

planting v
wild flowers and cottage g

5 introducing Al
plants, “I now have flowerbeds that

: rimal are:
then the land droj an ore h Arc

around the houw

ud softened
down from
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stone walls on two si ith a raised water feature at its centre which,
despite its formal appearance, is in fact a swiniming pool for Alessan-
dra’s two daughters. It is encircled by four be
which offsel the harder lines of the structure. Planting here includes

white foxgloves, campanula, Sang ha armena, lavender and

The gertie slopes.af.
the Chilterns provide 5

- pastoral background to
the wild flower meadows.

idra to unfamiliar
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Contained by a mature
beech hedge, the
greenhouse 5 whera
Alessandra grows dozens
of varieties of tomata

is half-hidden behind two
low hedges, a ¥
Outside the kitchen is a romantic gravel garden, a contemporary
take on a parterre, with a pergola covered in
is dominated by lofty cardoo

a line of pleached limes.

meadow and enclos 1| “Il]"]l a4 W] II'll]IITL 1‘.!!'!.'1.]1. 3

Goldfinches and bees dive among the wild flowers and long gr
bringing immense pleasure to Alessandra and the rest of the fami
“In creating this g
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