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designer garden

This is not a garden
achieved on a wing and
a prayer: successtve owners
have invested a great deal in
the garden over the past

{Er{’{'ii'ﬂl{’ﬁ. and it shows

/

" ith elegant formal areas defined by

topiary, let-it-all-hang-out herbaceous ' A e
: 42} ulips add B warm &5

plantings and a serious productive walled noté to the formal box partermas arid
garden, the garden at the Manor House, Ayot ieacy scentin spring.

W

St Lawrence, apparently boasts "a bit of
everything’ in quite a small area. But it holds it
all in balance thanks to a high standard of
continuing maintenance. This is not a garden

achieved on a wing and a prayer: successive

owners have invested a great deal in the
garden over the past decades — and it shows,

Designer Julie Toll, who's been associated
with the garden since 1996, says the owners
buck gender stereotypes because “she loves
formal topiary and he likes informal
plantings”. The garden’s oscillation between
these opposing interests is one of its strengths.

The original redbrick manor house was
built in 1536 by Nicholas Bristowe, a keeper
of the crown jewels, on land owned by Sir
Thomas Parr, father of Katherine Parr
(Henry V1II's last wife). Notwithstanding the
distant royal connection, this was, and
remains, a small manor house of the kind
inhabited by gentleman farmers, although it
was ‘modernised” during the reign of Queen
Anne with a new western fagade.

The first thing visitors see is the parterre
that prefaces the delightfully ‘olde-worlde’
Tudor front of the house, This is visible
through the Peacock Gates, which form a
break in the long, beech hedge that bounds
the eastern side of the garden. Originally
designed by John Brookes, the parterre isa
perfect counterweight to the architecture. Julie
respected its existing dimensions but updated
it by adding a brick pathway, box pyramids
and rlfﬂlllllll.;.-i (tulips in spring, then a dwarf
patio rose) in the box compartments,

Moving from here to the south side of the

house the formality continues in the form of a

small neoclassical pavilion in 18th-century
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spirit with a long rectangular pool before it.
Mature trees, including a fine Lirioderdron,
help to create a glade-like setting and prevent
this from coming across as a 1980s-style
accoutrement. Julie has added twin borders to
flank the canal, with Persicaria amplexicaulis
*‘Rosea’ and Aster amelfus “Veilchenkonigin'
singing out at different seasons.

The west lawn is overlooked by the Clueen
Anne facade, where a small terrace is bordered
by a low box hedge and pink dwarf rose, with
Choisya ternata Sundance (="Lich’), hebes,
euphorbia and the tender Diregen sinensis
growing against the house. This last shrub is
one of the unusual plants that — along with
specimen trees around the west lawn, such as
Cheercus rubra and various magnolias —are
the legacy of its former owner Jacqueline
Duncan, head of Inchbald School of Design.

A converted wooden barn to the
northwest of the house has been dignified by
a quartet of sentry hornbeam domes with
clipped Pittosporum balls below. Around the
adjacent swimming [1uu|. several Cornus mas
specimens announce herbaceous borders
dominated by garnet penstemons, sedums,
heucheras, lilacs and Physocarpus opulifolius
Lady in Red (= "Tuilad"), while yew cubes
] ; lend the note of structural formality that 1s
"-ﬁraund'the'l’.tour!-:yard Gargen rséepagr Thu.met.a[w I'.E-ate-; dtﬂm entranoﬂ tn o - Ta ; : ' - a constant in this garden.

33]. Julie has planted a row of striking . th-a kltChen garden (zee page ag)arel | 1 | i g g 2 i e ¥ F - ! From here'a door leads into the Courtyard
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he cars.ishe says. hutl didn't want a i f another erampFﬁ of pabndand, 5 g T e e 2 garden; where hornbeam trees, yew blocks
e y iz et bk " . and domes of chestnut - both green and
copper — create a dynamic and intriguing
: structure and a feeling of flow through the
cakéstand themes. | tenid to resistising. iy 1l . ~ P i . SO o A St AR L INAROAG 10 CREHls pleasant journey
o : ; k from the house to the walled garden and the

“stangdard shapes” she says. ] always go 2 dones to break up snf‘ter plantingsaf 1 ma., and thie pPe-I bark m.apte Acer
“to Belgian or German-topia r;;"hur'serii_as to Tuﬂpa "Bailerina'in spnng and, in summcr. Eriseum; t!-lat work well with the

stable yard,” explains Julie. “The owners walk

i < W, through this several times a day.” Height is
_find (inusual specimens.™ Rdsa Sweédét Dream (= 'Frymihicot'). - prednmmantl_,- shrub- trasnd plant

provided by groups of Betula wutilis var.

jacquemontii, while the planting moves



Design features

1The Pear Tree Gates to the walled garden.
are one of several pairs of decorative gates in
the garden that, along with statues and other
work, were commissioned from Arcangel
Metablwork (arcangelmetalwork.co.uk).

2 The aluminium conservatory was made
to a bespoke design by Alitex (alitex.co.uk). It
contains citrus plants and tender specimens,
such as Tibouchina urvilleana. At the centre
of the vegetable garden, the pool (just visible
in the centre of the image) was inspired by a
well Julie once saw in a German monastery. It
was made by Access Garden Products of
Morthamptonshire (garden-products.co.uk)

3 Julie used contemporary Corten steel, for
the edging against the raised beds in one
section of the walled garden - I thought it
wauld not be good to be a slave to historical
precedent throughout the garden,” she says.

from orange ‘Ballerina’ tulips and alliums
in spring, through rudbeckia, echinacea,
panicum and stipa grasses, to kniphofia,
amsonia and Euphorbia areygealoides
‘Purpurea’ later in the season.

The walled garden is announced by Julie’s
non-standard topiary in the apple orchard
and allée. Spring bulbs abound beneath the
apple trees, including camassias, tulips,
narcissi and bluebells. Beyond, there are
abundant quarters devoted to herbs, fruit and
vegetables, divided by pleached hornbeam
hedges. One distinctive feature is the many
sitting places across the garden, This is a space
designed to be enjoyed as well as worked.

The exterior of the walled garden is the site
of a long, shrub border, of interest in its own
right, with Hydrangea arborescens ‘Annabelle’
and Hex crenaia, enlivened by daylilies and a
host of other flowering plants. There is detail
to be discovered throughout this garden, such
as shade-loving plants and more topiary near
the new parking area. For this is an intensely
worked garden that never stands still. o

USEFUL INFORMATION

Address The Manor House, Ayot St
Lawrence, Webhayn, Hertfordshire ALG SBR
Open 17 May, 1lam-5pm, under the
Mational Gardens Scheme (ngs.org.uk).
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Sp ‘n,: 1;_ abaound me[ﬁs =
LEneath the'matine apple trees, The

informality of this orchard is playfully offset
- 4‘ by the miniature lollipop yew topiary.




