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Marchis full of mixed messages -bitterly ' £
cold one day and positively balmy the next.
We bounce between excitement at the
coming season and disgruntlement that
winter is still dragging on. At the start of the
month nothing seems to be growing, but by
the end there are all sorts of things going on
in our gardens. You can almost hear the
creaks and wriggles of leaves, shoots and
buds just sitting there waiting to burst out
and trumpet the beginning of spring.
Words by James Alexander-Sinclair
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iti careid s ple 53 oil which
is & bit acidic. need shelter from the colder winds but is happy on a north
wall. Each flower is about 20cm in diameter. @ Height = Spread 5m x 5m
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Plant partners

Tickled pink

Bright and beautiful is the order of the
day with these sparkling spring duos

© Narcissus ‘Barrett Browning’
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Narcissus 'Barrett Browning

@& Care Plant bulbs in September in borders

pots or naturalised in 5. Propagate by division
@ Helght = Spread 30cm x 10cm

Polyanthus

@ Care There are many different hybrids of this
zousin of the wild primrose. If prop

seed they are unlikely to match the parent plant
@ H xS 10cm x 20cm

© Crocus tommasianus and
Cyclamen coum
Tt

Crocus tommasianus

@ Care Crocus are one of the great joy arly
spring. They are very easy to grow (plant in autumn)
in almost every situation, except wet ground.
®H x5 10cm x 10cm

Cyclamen coum

@ Care A glorious woodland plant with marbled
leaves and exotically shaped flowers. Comes

in white or shades of pink. Plant in the autumn
in good m il and it will spread.

®H x5 10cm X 12cm

© Stachyurus praecox and camellia
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Stachyurus praecox

@ Care Best in full sun or partial shade and with
a bit of acid in the soil, Profit from semi-hardwood
cuttings in summer.

®HxS4dm X 3m

camellia

@ Care Perfect spring shrub for borders or large
containers. Make that it never dri ut and
i$ protect
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