Almost obliterated in a single night during the great storm
of 1987. the glorious grou nds of Sheffield Park in East E}I_]E:’-:(:‘X
are once again a blaze of brilliant colour in autumn, thzmkb
to years of careful p[annmsgaud imaginative plammg
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of shefhield Park's largest lake, the
lone swan leaves barely a ripple.
The reflectionswrinkle for a s

or Ty, Lhien case once more into a

erfectmirror ol the fiery banks - lambent tongues
i o

against a cobalt sky, For he
esson, there could be no mi
Cn the surface, all is elfortless and calm. |
thatappearance of Hawless rranguillicg he
the e Fairly Frantic paddling going on.
The smoath, grassy banks that allow such still,
i reflections are not the work of natare but of
thy sessions with a mower and strimmer
urinstakingly removed from the water's
surfaceand the balance er lilies (a fabulous
showw in summer) o op qater iscarefully
managed, the flow through the lakes o keep
IJ'&..-in—li|:|r.-e-:u|':-i-:tl-.-:'||:||||11|u|][rJ_'..-'in_qf'nIi;l ot
ruin the effecr) and matntain the crystalline clar
[ts worthanyv amaount of effor, |
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the garden its peacelul, dreamy qualiy

‘It doubles the impact of the planting, wi

already big and beld,” Andy werything here
is done on a lavish scale - the four interlinking lakes
are deep and wide; the planting that surre :
them is extravagant. This is a landscape builtup
layer by layer b 1T £S5 - e
whio fe=ll hard in love with it and

The: first to lezave his mar
created Earl of Shefhield in 1816, In 1776 he engaged
Capability Brown to remodel a formal parkin the
Lanest landscape style. B filled the base of
the valley with one of his characreristically curving
clongated akes tnow divided into twa), ereating a
mnch more open and grassy effect than can beseen
tackiy, Lands:
to bavve tinkered higher up thie val
bt the next fiesta of garden-mak
when the third e
of the Victorian e
amighty cascade I 1 the two upper lakes, ;
plamed them round with the magnifi
Meading in from the Ami
bright leaved Japanese c raleas
and rhiododendrons, His first priority, though, was
o create a cricket piteh in the park. host to the first
ever match between England and Australia,

Thie third earl spent so lavishly, though, that he
died penniless. Chielamong hisc
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Arthur Gilstrap Soames, an ardent rhododendron-

fancierwho eagerly snapped up the park in 1910 1t

was he who planted the banks with more Japanese

maples, liquidambars, scarletoaks and awiny swamp

CYPresses, Among his introductions were secdlings
of 450 Myasa svfvatica: now the oldest and largest
in Britain ancd verymuch the garden's signature tree
When Andy fesson arrived in 2002, though, he
founda garden in trouble. The great storm of 15987
had decimated the garden, destroving more than
2000 shrubs and trees, while the gales of 1990
had worsened the darmage. Despite every effort, the
decade of replanting than followed Fuled to establish
Belatedly it was realised that, as the trees had beer
tormn upout of the ground, they had also uprooted th
drainage system put in by Seames, meaning the new
specimens could not thrive in the cold, sodden soil
Andy's priority was to oversee the instal lion ofa new

land-drainage svstem covering three-fifihs of the

garchen. Flis riext step wias o draw up a conservation
plan: “Therss been a garden here Tor 300 vears - our
jobrwas to preserve at for the nest 30007 he xplains.
While formaost of us, lerakiinig even a decade ahead
15 something ol a challenee, such time frames are onlky
sensible when yvouare planting the next generation

of oaks and redwoods, cedars and Panes, For Andy,

the chief glory of this garden was its LIELRC] L0 r'|.|:|[

collection, and what the storms had made clear was
Just how vulnerable i was, Mirscolously, momiment
trees, such asan B Monteaama pine, 25m Monterey
pne ancl 4 0m giant redwood, hiad survdved, Bat they

had mever been propagated: had they Eallen. there were

noyounger trees o take their place. Andyimmediately
set towork, extablishing new stock insale houses
throughour Britain: should disaster ever strike agam,
there would be a bank of voung plants from which
to replemish. That work continues; every vear thee

gardeners collect seed from ten different species o3
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ta grow on, while speécial plants are grafted
o thatrare g
nyssas known only in this garden) can be
preserved. Eventually; the young trees are
réplanted, ensuringa sion as the
older trees reach, and pass, their peak.
F OO0 new trees and shrubs
have been introduced over the past 12 years.
}yvear perspective means Andy
can afford to be patient. Planting a small
seed-gromm tree was very much at odds with the
‘instant gardening” of the Noughties., Yet
he found. in a series of experiments, that his
tiny trees soon caught np with bought-in larger
specimens, and invariably established more
successfully. The garden is never watered.
and Andy dovsi't use fertilisers or pesticides,
bt simply sites carefully, plants bare-rootin
autumn and mulches generously. He has revived
the Victorian technigue of mound-planting.
used by Soames, and found it most effective,
“We want this garden to be at the forefromt
ol sustainable gardening.” Andy declares. A
succession of healthy plantings that can thrive
without intervention is, in his view, the be
to future-prool the landscape, The risks
te change, a rash of new plant ¢
nierbaolis. The garden. it transpi

sits in the middle ofa lighming field: every few 2 -

years a healthy tree gets hlasted out of the ground, ==

while the dovecote has been hitat least five tim
“Not one of the maj signers that has been
involved |
startes n.” Andy abserves. “They have ;
orked with what was here and enhanced it.”
The result is a tapestry of form and texture of

extraordinary subtlety and complexity - full

roverhlown.
ournew planting
e landscape - and it's
so inspiring to think of it continuing to evolve
lang afier we've gone,” Sl




