Awash
Wi
good
ideas

Shute House, Donhead
St Mary, Wiltshire
Charles Quest-Ritson
immerses himself
in the active and
passive moods of water
while exploring one
of Geoffrey Jellicoe's
most admired
creations

Photographs by
Marianne Majerus

ORMERLY the rectory for
Donhead St Mary, Shute
House is rather rambling,
but sits on the crest of
a hill with beautiful views south. Part
of it was once a hostelry for pilgrims
to Shaftesbury, but the latest and
pretiiest part of it dates back to the
-Georgian era,

Michael Tree (1921-99) and his
wife, Lady Anne, bought it in 1968
and called on Sir Geollrey Jellicoe
(1900-96) to help them lay out the

garden. Jellicoe had just retired after

a long and very distinguished ¢

as a landscape architect (he was
knighted in 1979}, 50 he was able
o wiork at Shute free from the pressures
of Tunning a practice, but his lifetime's
experience fed into the design and
nurture of the garden.

Jellicoe was an old friend of the
Trees. He had worked at Ditchley
Park for Tree's mother, the decorator
Naney Lancaster, and for the Trees

themselves at their former house, the 3

Tree for the Trees: a huge pine frames
the far-reaching southerly view
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Palladian Mereworth Castle in Kent.
Tree had an artist’s eye and worked
well with Jellicoe, Lady Anne left
much of the design process to the
chaps; she was a g.rlanlswn.u]m]i. for
whom the purpose of gardening was
the pleasure of growing plants.
Born Lady Anne Cavendish, she
had grown up at Chatsworth, where
landscaping and horticulture (and
much else besides) are practised at
the highest level of excellence. She
was a hands-on gardener who just
wanted to get on with the planting,
but she did agree with her husband
that “we must have an overall plan,
correctly scaled and architectural’,
In the event, Jellic Ivement
went beyond drawing up a master-
plan, because he returned regularly
to make additions and alterations
by which time

Above: Clipped-
hedge niches
house busts,
which replace
earlier ones

of the Classical
poets. Below:

A neo-Classical
depiction of
Leda and the
Swan illuminates
the deep shade
of a shrubbery.
Facing page:
Inspired by
Persian gardens:
Jellicoe's three
small pools, each
with a bubble
fountain at the
centre

6 Shute House,
Jellicoe said, was
“a laboratory
for ideas” 9

the Trees had sold up and the present
ow

» the landscape and the
giarden that Jellicoe made for the
Trees inspired and delighted them.
Lady Anne explaing ffrey and
my husband wo I on the plan

gree
the planting was to be mine

el expert on garden creation.
lure does not exist in his mind,
only solutions; his im
fertile and subtle.
thoroughness and ir
Jellicoe echoec : ‘
propose an idea, 1 would look at the
reality of it.! Shute, he said, was
‘a laboratory for ideas’.
Jellico ised that the existing
nsand, were not in bad

run by the spreac

rhododendrons. But they hs
unigue feature: a spring in the garden
that is the source of the River Nadder.
The low of water, constantly surging
ot of the ground, into a reservoir and
then out down the hillside, fascinated

ually amd ph
The unique feature of Shute is the

off the re

the hillside, crashing over V-shaped
strips of copper that are intended to
produce a musical chord together—
bass, tenor, alto and treble—as the flow

s light reflects off the
surface of the water both above and
below those stone bridges.

The bridges are followed by three
small formal pools, inspired by Persian
gardens and each with a spout (

in the centre, before passing round
a statue of Fl , Tramed by an ivie
arch, and out into the country
The rill i

satisfying feature, a ma

delights and dominates the

design, whatever the weathe
whatever the se M.

O either side of the rill are flower-
heds devored to water-loving plants.,
Here, ton, are wis f ng, bac
by beech hedg enclose the v
and carry the eye down the water-
course towards the statue of Flora
below. Lady Anne chose the plants
not for their flowers, but for the dis-
tinctive shape and luxuriance of their
leaves—gunneras, ligularias, hostas,
lvsichitons and Avuncus dioicius.
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Above: The long, rectangular reservoir
also serves as a reflecting pool. il
The ‘music’ of water was achieved
with V-shaped strips of copper

Tucked in behind one of hedges,
reated S1X square, spacious,

; be two for fruit and
ibles and four for flowers,

lined with camellias,

But, in addition to the rill, Jellicoe
made much more use of the water.
The reservoir was converted into
a long rectangular ltalianate canal—
it might now be called a reflecting
pool—with clumps of arum lilies

s plunged along one of its sides.
furnished with low
es Lhat call to mind William
Kent's Praeneste at Housham and,
above it, clipped box provided the
setting for b
poets Ovid, Viegil and Lucretius.
canal is formal and reflective, wher
the rill is an es in movement,

The presen

easy o inherit a famous garden—

it creates obligations—and the Lewises
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Seasonal floral
incidents occur
in a series

of box-hedged
enclosures.
Although itisn’t
easy to inherit
a famous
garden, the
present owners
have remained
true to its spirit
and enhanced
the plantings
with care and
taste

admit that they bought the property
mainly for the house. But the garde
also in luck, because Mr Lewis
is an art collector and was, for many
roars, chairman of the trustees of the
Wallace Collection) of great sensibility
and Mrs Lewis is the daughter of the
incomparable Esther Merton, whose

and 194

ntinued to advise ¢

also been alterations that are undoubded
improvements. Best of all is the new

entrance drive, which enables visitors

ot off by white-flowering plants,
ette rose Madame

6 The rill delights
and dominates,
whatever the weather
and whatever
the season 9

Alfred Carniére, which came as a rooted
cutting from Mrs Merton.

The drive looks down across a series
of tumbling wi yelded to feed new
o, pones and lakes where black swians
nest. This new approach helps to put
the house more Nirmly in its p g
setting and links it to the more distant
AT c—the valley below and the
hills beyond—as the Jellicoe scholars
or ( hou, '

Within the garden itself, Mrs Lewis
has refined the colour plantings,

afdded a white border, extended the
camellia walk towa he spring and
created a splendid new bog garvden.
The statues, sculptures and install-
ations brought by the Lewise
of the highest quality—varied in de
but beautifully chosen with an e
position and appropriate

Outstanding is a cast of a Roman
bench made by Ken Bolan of
Talisman, placed above the Classical
canal. Reg Budd. an artist in wood-
work from nearby Tarrant Gunville,
made two outsize Gothic-style seats
to command the view down the rill.
They brood over the water garden
1|'-H]'|_'| = |_|'_IIEH'|'|I &l ppoint, rustic [hr'iilﬂl.".‘\:
for the King and Queen of :
of playing ca

G ns change hands and many
are lost, but w 1 all be thankful
that, since the pre (
here, Shute has been conse

developed and improved. .
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