s a’ii‘hut{:-gz%m b}sM npeqne

-F %,




i s Mirror, mirror: waterlilies and bog plants in profusion on the natural pond, Clocfavise fiven battom lofl: Abundant plantings
almost conceal the greenhouse; foxgloves and moon daisies near the house; and the smooth Cheviot Hills loom up beyond the rose garden

ORETHUMBERLANIYS Cheviot
Hills are a place of idyllically

other in 8 manner that belies centur
adversarial border skirmishes and oceasional
hattles, It is also remote, imbuoed with a sense
that the flowing, open landscape is pre-
eminent. This immediately provides the
background and sets the tone for fens
in the area, snch as Mindrum, which has
been created in the past 100 years.

It may be remate, but its potential for buman
DCCUpation v appreciated long ago. Two
centuries before Hadrian's Wall was built, there

5 & large Roman tr amp on the
site of Mindrum and it's one of the few places
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in England where you look south into
Scotland, One crucial factor that encouraged
oceupation was the disc y (by the
Romans) that the Mindrum site is a large
gravel island with the river on one side and
ana of treacherous swamp on the other.
The recent discovery of a Roman map
confirmed remarkable similarity in the lay-
out of fields to today's Mindrom farm map,
despite the gap of nearly 2,000

5 good for military strategy then is good
for gardening today,

For centuries, Mindrum belonged (o the
estate of the ikerville family, based at
Chillingham Castle, until, in 1919, it was sold

“harles Chart a hydro-engineer who had
recently returned from Inia. A picture of 1875

shows that in the late 1Hth century, the house
was square and the garden extended only
to the present top lawn. Chartres and his wifie
changed all that, adding the elegant bays
to the house and extending the garden into
the sloping ground down towards the river.

Chartres put his professional training

good use and build a hydro-system on the
river that powered the house and estate, His
wile had expansive tastes for her garden and,
in 18935, she bought a rock-garden display
at Chelsea Flower Show and rebuilt it on the
slope at Mindrum where it remains today—
after an interesting history.

In the constrained postwar yvears, Chart
decided that his wife's rock den w

an extravagance, so he covered it in soil and

planted trees
tor Pery Faird
vate and r
with its channels of v Fand poolks, In 149
he married his wile, and although the
bones of the gar e when they
e planting that you I theirs,
Steady evolution has produce rien
; ed an undisturbed harmony
with the countryside into which it merges,
but also reveals the hand of a discerning
and adventurous plantswoman. Recently,
Mindrum b 1 taken on by the couple’s
son and daughter-in-law, Tom and Miki.
You might not « L to fined the recherché
shrub Ceorperidon il
bt tue inst the wall of the house, it's
clearly flourishing, It is & hallmark of the
planting at Mindrum that well-chosen staples
ol an English country-house garden—such

6 Well-chosen staples
of an English
country-house garden
are spiced up with more
exotic surprises 9

as an ebullient mixture of old-fashioned roses
and perennials—are spiced up with more
EXOLC SUrpris not all in the
ing; the set of four French 17th-century

representing characters from children's
v Lhat came lrom Pery Fairfax's mother
could gra darogque garden,
; dong one side of the up
s main lawn and, from here, th

is Mindram’s quintessential view, down to the

adow on the wnd in between, and
bevond to the undulating el
that recede gently into the distance,
The s of unity bet
neighbouring landscape continues if you
follow the path along the bank shaded by the
now Lall Seots pines that protect one bound
Along the way, you discover a succession
of treats: an impressively large parrotia;
a group of shuttlecock ferns hiding shyly
beside the small Mindoum Burn, which fo
down into Bowmont Water; or my favourite
discovery, a huge clump of Bubus Olympic
Drouble with rich wine-red {lowers in spring,
The prospects out of the garden to the
Theviol countryside that ¢ soothingly
ten are matched

by those towards and away (rom the house
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across the bowl-like area that has Mrs Chartres's
rock garden (now transformed by Mrs Fairfax's
planting) spreading down one side. On the
naturally damp site, lush foliage combines
with a well-chosen palette of flower colour
to present a combination whose skill is dis-
guised by its soothing naturalness.

Towards the bottom, there are roval fern
Clsmnee vegalis, a white-flowered marsh
marigold in spring followed by primrose-
vellow Primula flovindae in summer and
gorgeous firis sibivica Perry's Blue, proudly
chosen and planted by Mindrum's eponymons
owner. Higher up are luxuriant elumps of
different hostas, with taller acanthus and
Solomon's seal. Contrastingly small-scale
is Viola labradorice merging with lily-
of-the-valley.

At the top of the rock garden, a clipped yew
hedge forms a sereen to conceal the rose garden
above, Mrs Fairfax inherited a tvpically neat
interwar pattern of Hybrid Tea shrubs; today,
it's a very different kind of rose garden that,
in high summer, overflows with some of
Mindrum's most evocative combinations.
A host of shrub roses includes Hyhrid
Musks such as Felicia and Perdita and other
stately old-fashioned varieties such as Tour
de Malakoff, Leverkusen and Raubritter,

They are complemented by a well-chosen
mixture of perennials, including thalictrums,
hardy geraniuwms, foxgloves, white sweet rocket
and delphiniums as well as the softening touch
of foliage, whether low domes of artemesia
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orthe arching sprays of Efaearpmus anogiisti-

Solia, The overall effect demonstrates

trivmphantly that traditional combinations
of plants that are going to thrive withou
too much attention are often best.,

And yvet you're constantly coming across
more unusual treats, suchas Syringa reffea,
which The Hillier Manual of Trees and
Shrubs describes as ‘A shrub of considerable
cuality, .. one of the best species'—praise indeed
for a member of such a large family as the

Above: Scarlet Tropaeolum speciosum
garlands a yew hedge. L/1: Iron mighty:
a clematis arch straddles the pebble path

lilacs—orthescrambling climber Tropaenitim
speciosum, which covers the yew hedge with
great splashes of scarlet in late-summer.,

As you return from the intimacy of the
garden's enclosed spaces to the expansive
lawns in front of the house, the garden's
balance and flow are clearly evident. Mindrum
is a place of subtle variety, from the terrace
walk along the south-facing retaining wall,
tothe gravel terrace, the wildlower meadow
along the river, the pond at the bottom
of the rock garden or the bowl-like lawn
o one side with Acer cappadocicwnm var.
stnicum in the centre,

Looking across this lawn, past a pair
of slender white-stemmed birches that frame
the view to the hills beyond, you appreciate
that this is a gentle, restful garden because
it has evolved a deep-rooted refationship
with its surroundings. That relationship
is orchestrated by the changing seasons and
the suceession of highlights—horticultural
and visnal—that these bring, h.._
Gearge Plumptre ts Chief Evecutive of the
National Gerdens Scheme (NGS),

The gorrden of Mindrrom is open by appoint-
rited tn the sumvmer aned in ok of the NGS

charities and Hospice Care Northamber-
land on Sunday, June 21, 2pm-Spm. For
Sl dletails, visit o mrindremestate,.comnt




